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The Route 120 Corridor Planning Council (CPC) Brief

· Established in response to Lake County Transportation Summit held in September, 2005

· Goal is to complete an 18-month feasibility study that paves the way for a federally eligible Phase 1 study

· Objective is to build consensus for the recommended alternative and its road characteristics and to secure an agreement on land uses in the corridor

Lake County Division of Transportation submitted a grant request for Illinois Tomorrow Corridor Planning Assistance to the Illinois Department of Transportation on behalf of the Route 120 CPC.

The goal is to use $85,000 of local match to leverage $340,000 in grant assistance to undertake the organization’s plan of work.

Defined area of study:
Eastern Termini – Green Bay Road (Waukegan)





Western Termini – McHenry County line (Lakemoor)

Limits of analysis:
½ mile north/south of existing Route 120 centerline – west of Wilson Rd. to the McHenry County line and East of Almond Rd. to Green Bay Rd. in Waukegan.

½ mile north of existing Route 120 centerline and ¾ mile south of proposed Lake County Transportation Improvement Project (LCTIP) – Almond Rd. to Wilson Rd.

Traffic impact:
As the Route 120 CPC is neutral on implementation of the proposed IL Rte. 53 Extension, the traffic improvement for IL Rte. 120 will be analyzed for projected 2030 demands, with or without Route 53 – based on traffic modeling of projected 2030 population and employment.

Current focus: 
Big picture items, broad concepts, get specific in Phase 1.

Study:
Determine land use and environmental/stormwater study area.

Evaluation:
Alternatives such as improvements to the existing roadway and variations of a new alignment.

Road:
Determine the character of a road that meets capacity requirements (level of service “D” for arterials, level of service “C” for expressways).

Cost:
Develop an estimate to build and evaluate financing options.

Policy issues:
Frame issues of the feasibility study for presentation to Route 120 CPC’s Governance Board.

Strategy:
Recommend implementation strategy to the Governance Board in order to get identified alternative funded and develop agreement on land uses in corridor.

Result:
Determine what is technically feasible, publicly supported, and cost-effective.

Route 120 CPC Task Forces

Environmental/Stormwater Impact Task Force:

Ensure that environmental information on the wetlands, floodplains, and other environmental assets in the corridor are appropriately considered in the determinations of the transportation and land use recommendations.

Land Use/Economic Development/Municipal Impact Task Force:

Determine the appropriate compatible land uses along corridor, recommend a corridor conservation plan that integrates land uses with the chosen transportation alternative for Route 120, and recommend an implementation strategy the Route 120 CPC Governance Board should pursue to effect the land use recommendations for the corridor.

Public Information Task Force:

Ensure that the public has access to the facts about the Route 120 CPC, its activities, and its progress.  Collect input from the corridor’s mayors, county board members, businesses, property owners, and residents on the feasibility study, the alignment of the improvement, the character of the road, and surrounding land uses.

Technical Task Force:

Determine the technical aspects of the transportation alternatives, such as the character of the facility and projected usage.  Cost out the alternatives.
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